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vided for  strengthened   military
and   naval   defence,   and   with
his own  visits to England  and
Russia, he se-
cured the En-
tente   against
Germany.    In
July, 1914, he
sent an appeal
to   George   V
for   Anglo-
French   solid-
arity.   During
Raymond Poincare,   the First Great
French statesman     Ty^ jn 19^

he called upon his personal advers-
ary Clemenceau in order to have
the strongest personality available
as head of the cabinet,

He had proved his valour as
president, but he relinquished
office in 1920. He resigned the
chairmanship of the reparations
commission after a few months;
overthrew Briand, whom he
thought insufficiently nationalist
during the Cannes conference in
1922, and became again premier
and foreign minister; favoured
the Rhenish separatists in Ger-
many, occupied the Ruhr against
British objections in 1923, and
secretly supported Mustapha
Kemal against the Greeks. Ousted
in 1924 by an electoral victory of
the Left, he was recalled to save
the franc in 1926, and his stabilisa-
tion plan succeeded. Briand was
now allowed to pursue the policy
of Locarno, and Poincare himself
in 1928 received Stresemann with
a view to improving Franco-
German relations. In 1929 he
retired from political life. He died
Oct. 15, 1934.

Poincare was one of the most
straightforward and strong-
minded statesmen of modern
France. His brilliance was recog-
nized in 1909 by his election to
the Academy, and in 1914 he was
rector of Glasgow university. His
memoirs, Au Service de la France,
7 vols., 1925-31, and other
political and historical writings are
classics in style. Consult Lives, by
H. Girard, 1913 ; S, Huddleston,
1924; Raymond Poincare and the
French Presidency, G.Wright, 1943.

Poinding (A.S. pyndan, to
pound). In Scots law, the taking of
goods in execution or by way of
distress. It is either real, called
poindmg of the ground, meaning
removal of effects on the land for
]>ayment of a debt attaching to the
land, debitum fundi; or personal,
seizure of movables for rent or
debt. The word is also applied to
the impounding of stray cattle.

Poinsettia (Euphorbia pukher-
ritna). Shrub of the family E uphur-

biaceae, native of Mexico. It has
oval-elliptical leaves and small
greenish-yellow flowers. There are
a number of large leaf-like bracts
around the flowers, coloured a
brilliant vermilion.

Point, In geometry, an indi-
cator of position, having no magni-
tude. Any point satisfies certain
geometrical conditions. Many
problems involve either the dis-
covery of the position (or succes-
sive positions) of a point satisfying
stated conditions, or the elucid-
ation of conditions pertaining to
points in stated positions. The
boundaries of lines are points ;
lines intersect at points. A line
can be regarded as an assemblage
of points (i.e. successive positions)
or as the path of a moving point.
The line which a point describes if
it moves so as to satisfy given
geometrical conditions is called
the locus of the point. In analy-
tical geometry the position of a
point is indicated by its coordinates.
See Geometry.

Point. Term in ballistics. There
are a point in the trajectory of a
projectile where the curve begins
to decline towards the ground ; a
second point at which the lowest
horizontal line of sight cuts the
trajectory ; and a point at which
a horizontally-fired projectile
strikes the horizontal plane con-
taining the base of the gun
mounting.

Point. In heraldry, part of the
shield, as in the terms honour
point, fesse point, etc. All points
are described under Heraldry.

Point. In music, a dot employed
in medieval notation and placed
either after a note or above the
staff, in order to affect the value of
certain notes. The principal dots
were known as points of (a)
augmentation ; (b) perfection ; (c)
alteration ; (d) division. Point was
also an old term for a note.

Point, Unit of scoring in many
sports and pastimes. The appli-
cation of the term falls really into
two distinct categories. Points
may be registered as an essential
feature throughout the game,
e.g. every rally at lawn tennis;
every hand at bridge, every move
in attack or defence at boxing,
will result in so many points being
credited to one side or the other ;
at Rugby football a try counts 3
points and conversion "to a goal
2 extra points. Or points may be
awarded on the result of the match
alone ; e.g. in a chess tournament a
win is worth one point and a draw
half a point to each player; in
League football tables two points
are awarded for a win tvnd one to

each side for a draw; while in
county cricket various points are
given according to the outcome
of the match.

Point. At cricket, a position in
the field square to the batsman on
his off-side and about 10-15 yds.
away. This olcl-fashioned position
is now less commonly seen than
either backward point, which is
deeper and behind the wicket, or
silly point, only a few yards from
the bat and in front of it.

Point Duty. That part of a
policeman's work concerned with
the directing of traffic by signals.
Until the introduction of traffic
lights, important road crossings
and junctions in large cities
throughout the world were con-
trolled by one or more police
officers or traffic marshals. Where
unlighted points still exist in Lon-
don, point-duty policemen per-
form an 8-hour tour of duty with 3
half-hour breaks for meals. The
officer on duty may leave his point
only if required for more essential
police duties. In Great Britain,
point-duty police direct traffic
from ground level and give signals
by hand, but in many U.S. and
Continental cities they are accom-
modated in towers or on pedestals.
In some cities, e.g. Paris, they give
the right of way by blowing a
whistle.

Pointe-a-Pitre. Town of
Guadeloupe, French West Indies.
The chief commercial centre of the
colony, on Grande Terre, it has a
good harbour with a trade in sugar,
vanilla, and cacao. The town was
almost destroyed by earthquake in
1843 and by fire in 1871. Pop.
(1954) 28,568.

Pointe-des-Galets. Chief port
of Reunion. It is connected by a
coast rly. of about 80 m. with St.
Benoit and ISt. Pierre, and has a
trade in sugar, rum, and tapioca,
It is administered according to
French municipal law.

Pointer, Old sporting breed of
dog, probably of Spanish origin,
so called because when scenting
game it stands rigid with head
held high and tail carried stiffly
level with the back. The first

Pointer.   Champion of this